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The Zipline

By Zippy Duvall

President, American Farm Bureau Federation

Farm Bureau’s policy development: From the grassroots up

ﬁ s of August, our policy development
process is heading into full swing. As
a grassroots organization, this is the
time when our members speak up on challeng-
es they are facing on the farm and within their
communities.

Those concerns become policy resolutions,
which work their way up through the county,
state and, ultimately, the national level. Every
policy resolution brought to the floor at the
delegate session of the American Farm Bureau

Convention in January started with one farmer
speaking up.

Farm Bureau stands as the Voice of Agricul-
ture, thanks to this active participation by our
members.

From the farm bill and ag labor reform
to infrastructure and rural broadband, your
American Farm Bureau team is working
diligently on a wide array of issues here in
Washington.

See DUVALL, page 6

By Bryan Searle

President, Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

Massive ag trade deficit needs to be fixed

rom 1967 to 2018, the U.S. had zero agri-
F cultural trade deficits. In fact, we mostly
had large agricultural trade surpluses.

Since 2019, however, this nation has had
four agricultural trade deficits.

USDA is estimating that the United States
will have a record $32 billion agricultural
trade deficit in fiscal year 2024, which ends
in September. That would follow the previous
record ag trade deficit of $16.7 billion set in

fiscal year 2023.

Inside Farm Bureau

The forecast U.S. agricultural trade deficit
for fiscal 2024 is shocking.

Yes, the United States needs to import
certain food products, such as coffee and some
fruits and vegetables, but that big of a trade
imbalance is difficult to accept.

Do we really want to get to the point where
we are importing the vast majority of our food
products? Of course not.

U.S. food security is a national security
issue.

See SEARLE, page 6

By Zak Miller
CEO, Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

Un-fair fairs

steeped in community pride, hard work,
and the celebration of agriculture.

Participation in these events results from
months, if not years, of dedication to raising
and caring for animals.

Fair boards and especially livestock commit-
tees work to ensure that the rules are meticu-
lously crafted so that each participant follows
the same standards, regardless of whether they
are showing a prized steer, a lamb, or a poultry
breed.

S howing livestock at our fairs is a tradition

I[daho Farm Bureau Producer

Theoretically, everyone will have an equal
chance at winning ribbons, belt buckles, and
trophies at the upcoming fair.

However, fairness does not always equate
to equity. The resources available to each
participant can vary widely. Some may have
access to top-notch genetics, superior facilities,
high-quality feed, and expert guidance, while
others may be working with more modest
means.

See MILLER, page 7
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Sugar beets are harvested in a field in Cassia County, which ranks No. 1 in Idaho in total farm revenue.

A look at Idaho’s top farm counties

By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

Cassia County leads Idaho when it comes to total farm revenue,
but it’s not the only county in the state that is big in agriculture.

In fact, if you combine all the state’s counties, agriculture in
Idaho is a massive industry that underpins the state’s overall
economy.

According to the 2022 Census of Agriculture, Cassia County’s
farmers and ranchers brought it a total of $1.15 billion in farm-
gate revenue during the 2022 census year.

The county gets a substantial amount of its farm revenue from
dairy and beef cattle but there are also plenty of crops grown
there. In fact, Cassia is big in almost every major ag commodity
grown or produced in Idaho, including hay, wheat, sugar beets,
silage corn and potatoes.
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The county includes major food processing companies as well.

“We’ve kind of dubbed the area as the Silicon Valley of food,”
says Sen. Kelly Anthon of Burley, whose district includes the
counties of Cassia and Minidoka, which ranks No. 8 ($547 mil-
lion) when it comes to total farm revenue.

Cassia is followed in the county farm revenue rankings by Twin
Falls ($1.14 billion), Gooding ($1.12 billion) and Jerome ($994
million).

All those southcentral Idaho counties derive a lot of their farm
revenue from dairy, which is the state’s top commodity when it
comes to farm-gate revenue.

Rep. Steve Miller, who farms in Fairfield, represents parts of
Gooding, Camas and rural Twin Falls counties.

“Agriculture is a major part of the economy in all those coun-
ties,” he says.

But agriculture isn’t just big in the Magic Valley. It’s big all over



Idaho and it is the main driver of the state’s overall economy,
Anthon says.

A recent University of Idaho study, released in January, shows
agriculture is responsible for 13 percent of Idaho’s total gross state
product, as well as one in every nine jobs and 17 percent of total
sales.

This includes the direct and indirect impacts of agriculture, in-
cluding farming, ranching, food processing and all the businesses
that owe their existence, or much of it, to agriculture.

“There’s nothing in Idaho that can survive without agriculture,”
says Anthon, who grew up on a sugar beet farm in southcentral
Idaho and is heavily involved in agriculture. “Our economy relies
on and is driven by successful agricultural businesses. It’s easy
to see that if agriculture doesn’t succeed, our entire economy
collapses.”

Canyon ($829 million), Elmore ($592 million) and Owyhee
($463 million) counties in southwestern Idaho rank Nos. 5, 6 and
9 in the state in total farm revenue.

Canyon has by far the most farms in Idaho with 2,311 and Ada
ranks third in that category with 1,142.

Southwestern Idaho — mainly Canyon County - is also the
center of Idaho's $500 million seed industry and it’s also one of the
world’s main seed-producing areas.

Bingham ($576 million) and Jefferson ($381 million) counties
in east Idaho rank Nos. 7 and 10.

Sen. Van Burtenshaw, a Terreton farmer whose district includes
Jefferson County, said agriculture is the lifeblood of many com-
munities in the region.

“These communities were established around agriculture,” he
says. The industry “provides ... so many things for our communi-
ties”

The same thing is true of other east Idaho counties like Bing-
ham, which is the center of the potato universe and produces
more spuds than any county in the United States.

“In Bingham County, agriculture is what drives the economy;’
says Sen. Julie VanOrden, who grew up in agriculture in the area
and has been involved with the industry her entire life. “As I look
around my community, everything is driven by agriculture. It’s
huge”

Individual counties in east Idaho may not be quite as big in
farming revenue as some of the Magic Valley counties are, but
collectively they make the region an agricultural powerhouse.

The east Idaho counties together brought in $2.5 billion in
farm-gate revenue during the 2022 ag census year.

In Bingham County alone, there was 898,000 acres of land in
farming in 2022, including 136,600 acres of wheat, 80,500 acres of
hay, 55,000-plus acres of potatoes and 23,000 acres of barley.

Adjacent Power County had 444,000 acres of land in farming in
2022. Bonneville, Fremont and Jefferson counties combined had
944,000 acres of land in farming.

No counties in north Idaho rank in the top 10 in farm revenue
but farmers and ranchers in that part of the state bring in hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in farm-gate revenue each year.

RIGHT: Potatoes are harvested in a field in Bingham County, which
had $576 million in total farm revenue in 2022.

When processing and other indirect impacts of agriculture are
factored in, it’s safe to say the economic impact of agriculture in
north Idaho reaches into the billions of dollars.

Lump them all together and Idaho’s 44 counties totaled $10.9
billion in farm revenue in 2022, according to the 2022 Census of
Agriculture.

Add in food processing, transportation, labor, etc., and agricul-
ture in Idaho is a massive, widespread industry that touches every
other part of the state’s economy, more so than it does in neigh-
boring states.

When farm revenue is broken down on a per capita basis - total
farm revenue in a state divided by that state’s population - Idaho
ranks an unchallenged No. 1 among the 11 Western states.

Based on data released by USDA last August, Idaho’s per capita
farm income number in 2022 was $5,794. No other state in the
West was even close to that number. Montana ranked second at
$3,939.

That shows that agriculture is far more important to the average
Idahoan than it is to residents of other Western states.

“I don’t think most people understand just how big a driver of
the economy that agriculture is,” Burtenshaw says.

“If you're in an urban setting like Boise or Coeur d’Alene, I don’t
know if you realize just how big the ag industry is in Idaho,” says
VanOrden, co-owner of Garth VanOrden Farms.

Getting people not involved in the industry, including the state’s
urbanites, to understand how important agriculture is to Idaho is
a large but necessary undertaking, Anthon says.

“We just need to get people educated about how agriculture
drives our economy and makes every other business successful,”
he says. “There has to be some education that takes place” B
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Continued from page 2

We rely on you to guide our policy
because you know better than anyone what
works, and what doesn’t, on your farm.
That is also why our nation’s leaders and
elected officials know that when Farm
Bureau speaks, we are speaking for farmers
and ranchers.

Occasionally, there are new or emerging
issues that impact farmers and ranchers,
but we don’t have specific policy to guide
our work. This is when our team in Wash-
ington asks for direction directly from our
grassroots members via the policymaking
process.

With many critical tax benefits for farm
and ranch families set to expire in 2025,
we are asking members to ensure we have
clear policy in light of the potential for
severe economic consequences.

We have a second ask of you and it’s
important. We need farmers and ranchers
across the country to meet with lawmakers
this year, so they act swiftly to implement
the tax reform farmers and ranchers need
in 2025.

Tax reform is crucial for ensuring the
economic sustainability of our farms and
ranches. Lower tax rates, small business
deductions and higher estate tax exemp-
tions help our farm families manage
finances more effectively, provide oppor-
tunities for investment and even help ease
the difficult planning for succession.

‘Our farm and ranch families need
a permanent tax code that provides
stability and recognizes the unique
financial challenges farm businesses face
as they work to provide a secure food
supply for our nation.

That is also why we have our eyes fixed
on this quickly approaching deadline that
will place many of these critical benefits
at risk. Without renewal of these benefits,
farmers are facing a steep tax increase, and
potentially tough decisions going forward.

Our farm and ranch families need a per-
manent tax code that provides stability and
recognizes the unique financial challenges
farm businesses face as they work to pro-
vide a secure food supply for our nation.

At Farm Bureau, the call for tax reform
has come in many forms over the years
and we are continuing to work with, and
on behalf of our members, to get a solution
before the 2025 deadline.

That is also why addressing the tax
concerns through the policy development
process is a top priority. We want to hear
from our members about how these issues

are impacting your farms and ranches
directly.

This feedback not only helps us work on
your behalf but also gives us farmer and
rancher stories — powerful testimonials
— we can share to ensure all lawmakers un-
derstand the impact of tax reform on farm
and ranch families across the country.

This is your Farm Bureau, and these are
your policies.

Together, we will continue to shape the
future of American agriculture and ensure
that our farms, ranches and rural commu-
nities thrive for generations to come.

I am deeply grateful for the hard work
and dedication you put into shaping our
great organization at the local, state and
national levels and am eager to see what
comes from this year’s policy development
process. B

SEARLE

Continued from page 2

U.S. farmers are rightfully concerned about this development,
since trade plays an important role in the success of American
agriculture.

Exacerbating difficulties on the trade front, farm commodity
prices are on the decline while overall farm input costs, already at
record levels, are on the rise.

USDA estimates that total U.S. farm cash receipts - this is what
the farmer or rancher receives directly for their commodity - will
be down 4%, or $21 billion, this year.

At the same time, total U.S. farm production expenses are

6 | Idaho Farm Bureau Producer

expected to increase by 4 percent, or $17 billion, and total federal
government payments to farmers and ranchers are forecast to be
down 16%.

Add it all up, and total U.S. net farm income is forecast to be
down by a whopping 25%, or $40 billion.

As an example of how bad things are for some farmers, consider
how some agricultural producers in north Idaho and east Wash-
ington are currently having to stockpile wheat outside in open-air
piles because they could only move about half their crop from last
year.

Continued headwinds on the trade front do not help. Our



‘With farm level commodity prices
dropping and input costs rising, it
doesn’t take a brain surgeon to see what's
coming if things don’t change.

continued and expanding agricultural trade deficits show that
something is not working.

We need to find new and expanding foreign markets for U.S.
farm products and we need to do that quickly.

The United States has had no new free trade agreements since
2012. New FTAs would be one way to address this challenge.

Another would be to increase funding for USDA's Market

efforts, has not been increased since 2006 and 2002, respectively.

Certain farm bill proposals in the House and Senate seek to
double funding for these programs.

Whatever policy changes need to occur to address this issue
need to happen now, or at least very soon.

With farm level commodity prices dropping and input costs ris-
ing, it doesn’t take a brain surgeon to see what’s coming if things
don’t change.

Making it in agriculture today is difficult enough for established
farmers and ranchers.

But the current economic situation in the industry makes it al-
most impossible for young people, or anyone else for that matter,
to get involved in farming and ranching.

American Farm Bureau Federation, with the help of the various
state Farm Bureaus and other ag groups, will continue to address

Access and Foreign Market Development programs (MAP and

FMD).

Funding for these programs, which support agricultural export

this serious issue.

Let’s all get on board with efforts to return the United States to

agricultural trade surpluses. B

MILLER

Continued from page 2

This disparity can lead to significant dif-
ferences in the condition and presentation
of the animals, even though the rules apply
equally to all.

The competition is fair because everyone
abides by the same rules. Still, it is not eq-
uitable because not everyone has the same
opportunities or resources to prepare.

Every volunteer at a livestock show
hopes that the rules create a level playing
field. Contestants are judged based on
how well their animals conform to breed
standards, the quality of their care, and the
skill with which they present their animals
in the ring.

Every participant knows the rules and
what is expected of them, and no one is
allowed an unfair advantage.

Fairness is much easier to achieve before
the animals enter the ring than once the
gate is shut and the judging begins. It
quickly becomes evident that while the
rules governing these competitions are
designed to be fair, they are not always
equitable.

The outcomes, influenced by the unpre-
dictable nature of animals, circumstances,
and judges, do not always and may rarely
deliver fair results. Factors beyond the
control of the participants influence the

‘May we all remember
that as un-fair a fair
may be, the real prize
for all of us is great kids
showing good animals;
those results are not
as quick or as evident,
but the reward when it
comes is worth all the
sweat, dirt, frustration,
and tears that these
un-fair fairs can offer.
outcomes of these competitions.
Livestock are living creatures, each with
their own temperaments and quirks. A
steer that performs perfectly in practice
might spook in the ring, or a pig that has
always been easy to handle might suddenly
become uncooperative.
These unpredictable elements can alter

the results, leading to situations where
the most deserving participant, in terms

of effort and care, may not take home the
blue ribbon.

The judging process, while fair, cannot
always account for these variables, leading
to outcomes that may not seem just to all
participants.

I have never been to a fair where any
parent or competitor complained of
unfairness by the judge. (Please excuse my
tongue-in-cheek moment.)

There are few things like having one’s
heart broken at the fair by an ornery steer
or flighty lamb to help a young person
(and a few of us less young people) re-
member that life is not fair.

It is a reminder that in life, we really
can control little. There are times when we
must confront the fact that our time, grit,
and determination were still not enough,
and all we can do is try again next year,
not as losers or failures but as resilient kids
doing the best they can.

Showing livestock is a testament to hard
work, dedication, and the rich agricultur-
al heritage of a community. May we all
remember that as un-fair a fair may be, the
real prize for all of us is great kids show-
ing good animals; those results are not as
quick or as evident, but the reward when it
comes is worth all the sweat, dirt, frustra-
tion, and tears that these un-fair fairs can
offer. B
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MERIDIAN - The organizers of last year’s inaugu-
ral Potato Days event in Meridian had no idea how
many people would show up.

They were hoping between 1,000 and 3,000 people
would attend the new event, which was created to
celebrate Idaho’s most famous product in the state’s
most urban setting.

But the event ended up drawing an estimated
12,000 people and organizers quickly realized they
were on to something special. Apparently, even the
state’s city folk have a special love for Idaho potatoes.

This year’s Potato Days event is expected to draw
around 25,000 people. The event’s stated goal of
becoming the largest public celebration of the potato
in Idaho may be achieved during its second year.

It will take place Sept. 20 -22 at Kleiner Memorial
Park, just across from The Village in Meridian.

“It’s the same event as last year, just bigger,” said
Thomas Watson, director of Idaho Business Alliance,
which is organizing Potato Days.

He said the main purpose of the event is to cele-
brate Idaho’s most famous commodity in the state’s
largest urban setting.

Idaho leads the nation in total potato production
and the state’s farmers produce about 14 billion
pounds of spuds each year.

Potato production and processing bring in billions
of dollars to the state’s economy.

Watson said organizers were surprised to discov-
er there was no event in the Boise area celebrating
potatoes.

In some rural parts of Idaho, the potato is openly
celebrated and honored. Watson said Potato Days
organizers felt the spud should also be recognized
and celebrated by urbanites.

8 | Idaho Farm Bureau Producer



“It was a missing thing that we believed
should be in the Meridian-Boise area,”
Watson said.

Apparently, urbanites feel the same way.

Shortly after Potato Days began last
year, thousands of people began flowing
into Kleiner Park, stunning organizers.

“Everybody on our team was shocked
at the turnout,” Watson said. “We were
mouth-wide-open shocked”

Potato Days is an unabashed celebration
of the humble Idaho potato.

It includes dozens of potato-themed
games such as potato sack races, potato
limbo, potato darts and potato trick shots,
potato dishes, and the free prizes awarded
for playing the games are all potato-ori-
ented.

Twice as many free toys will be given
away at this year’s event.

It includes a potato sidewalk chalk
art contest by dozens of local artists, a
French-fry competition, live bands, car-
nival games, a vendor area, bubble garden
and bouncy houses.

potato-themed. This year, a piano dressed
up as a potato will be towed to the center
of the park and anyone can play on it.

A brand-new Ford F-250 truck will be
raftled off at Potato Days this year. Tickets
for that raffle will go on sale beginning
Aug. 22 and will also be sold during the
day of the event.

“Someone is going to drive it off the lot,
Watson said.

All proceeds from the raffle will go
to the Idaho Playground Project, which
builds playgrounds at schools around the
state where funding is not available.

There were 60 vendors at last year’s Po-
tato Days event but there are already 300
so far this year.

There will be 40 food trucks and each
one has to have at least one potato-themed
item on its menu.

The event is free and is designed to be
family friendly.

“I have kids and parents are always
looking for a fun, annual tradition for the
family to look forward to,” Watson said.
omething that kids

The inaugural Potato Days celebration in
Meridian last year drew thousands of people.
Photos by Sean Ellis

and their parents can look forward to
every year.”

“We have been reached out to by dozens
of families and business owners that are
happy that Potato Days is being celebrated
near The Village and is an event they can
come back to every year,” he added. “I
think we've created a new family tradition
for Idahoans”

Idaho spud farmers are happy to hear
that the urban part of the state is celebrat-
ing the potato.

“What a wonderful event. As a potato
grower, I am very happy to hear that the
humble spud is being honored and cele-
brated in Idaho’s largest urban area,” said
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation President
Bryan Searle, who farms in East Idaho.
“The fact that it is a family friendly event
makes it even more special”

The event takes place from 5 p.m. to
dark on Friday, Sept. 20, and from sunup
to sundown on Saturday and Sunday, Sept.
21 and 22.

For more information about Potato
Days, call Watson at (208) 513-4419.
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Grasshoppers eating into Western
farmers and ranchers’ bottom lines

By Daniel Munch
AFBF Economist

When learning U.S. history, narratives of vast swarms of locusts
ravaging millions of acres of farmland are often recounted.

Not all grasshoppers are locusts, and the swarms aren’t quite
as big as they were in the 1800s, but grasshoppers and Mormon
crickets remain a persistent risk to agriculture, inflicting signifi-
cant damage to rangeland and crops.

This article provides an overview of these insects’ economic im-
pact on agriculture in the West and efforts to manage and mitigate
their populations.

Background

Almost 400 native species of grasshoppers inhabit the Western
United States, though only a small fraction (about 12 species) are
considered pests.

Grasshoppers compete with cattle and other herbivores, includ-
ing wildlife like deer and elk, for forage and are more likely to be-
come a threat in areas with less than 30 inches of rainfall annually.
They can consume up to 50% of their body weight each day in

forage (while cattle consume 1.5-2.5% of their body weight).

Put differently, just 30 pounds of grasshoppers will eat as much
as a 600-pound steer in a day.

Grasshoppers are an even bigger menace to crop farmers and
ranchers on public and private lands when drought conditions are
added to the mix.

Most species of grasshoppers and Mormon crickets produce
one generation each year and go through a three-stage life cycle —
egg, nymph and adult. In most cases, eggs are deposited in soil in
“pods” that contain eight to 30 eggs in late summer or fall.

The eggs pause development over winter and resume in spring.
Depending on soil temperature — warmer temperatures speed up
this process greatly — eggs hatch sometime in the spring. Once
hatched, the nymphs begin feeding within a day.

During this portion of their life grasshoppers are most suscepti-
ble to the impacts of weather, disease and parasites.

Nymphs become adults within 40-55 days of hatching. These
lifecycle characteristics are important for predicting possible
population booms, depending on weather, as well as effective
management techniques.

FIGURE 1: CONCENTRATION OF ADULT GRASSHOPPERS - SURVEYED COUNTIES

Average per square yard | 2023
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FIGURE 2: CHANGE IN CONCENTRATION OF ADULT GRASSHOPPERS - SURVEYED

COUNTIES | 2022 - 2023
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Grasshopper and cricket outbreaks not only result in the
physical destruction of forage and crops but also contribute to soil
erosion and degradation, disrupt rangeland nutrient cycles, and
impede rangeland water filtration, which can have lasting impacts
on rangeland ecosystems.

Western landowners face heightened risks from grasshoppers
due to the substantial amount of federally owned land in the
region. Pest infestations on federal lands reduce the quantity and
quality of forage available for those with public lands grazing
leases.

In the absence of grasshopper and cricket management on
federal lands, insects can migrate onto private lands, undermining
the effectiveness of common private pest management efforts.

This movement from public to private lands complicates the
control of these pests.

Population densities

Through the Plant Protection Act of 2000, USDAs Animal and
Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) has the congressional
mandate to control grasshoppers on rangelands via the Rangeland
Grasshopper and Mormon Cricket Suppression Program.

One important step of this process is monitoring nymph and
adult populations of grasshoppers and Mormon crickets through
surveying. The square yard method establishes an average quanti-
ty of nymph and adult insects per yard over about 30 samples per
county.

Figure 1 displays the population densities of adult grasshoppers
in counties with APHIS surveys in 2023. Numerous counties and
states not surveyed, including California, Kansas and Oklahoma,
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have significant grasshopper populations so these graphics should
be used as a baseline.

Figure 2 shows the difference in per yard populations from
counties with surveys between 2022 and 2023. Almost 10% of
surveyed counties (34 out of 355) experienced adult grasshopper
population increases of 9 or more per square yard, an increase
within the threshold for pest treatment.

A decrease in grasshopper populations between years may be
linked to many factors including increased precipitation, stronger
disease pressure or successful treatment efforts, while an increase
may be a result of the opposite.

Mormon crickets are a flightless type of katydid that walk or
jump in groups of millions or billions of individual crickets and
can migrate great distances.

The Mormon cricket is the only katydid species known to reach
outbreak level populations in the United States and, like grasshop-
pers, damage grasses and other crops through consumption.

They’re also a large nuisance in rural communities where they
blanket roads, homes and sidewalks.

Economic impact

Literature on current economic impacts of grasshoppers on
agriculture is limited.

Generally, monetary losses either fall under the value of crops
or rangeland consumed by insects that could no longer be sold on
the market or consumed by ruminants to produce meat or wool
and the cost to treat populations that have reached pest-concern
levels.

Speaking to the former, county-level estimates of grasshopper
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FIGURE 5: ESTIMATED PRODUCTION LOSS VALUE OF ALFALFA
2023 | By County | APHIS Surveyed States® | Grasshoppers

H American Farm Bureau Federation

damage to crops and rangeland are available in some states. For
example, 2023 California County Agricultural Commissioner
Disaster Reports are available (by request) from several impacted
northern counties in the state (Siskiyou, Modoc and Plumas).

These forms are used when requesting a USDA secretarial
disaster declaration and list the crops damaged, yield losses and
corresponding dollar losses from available pricing information.

In Modoc County alone, ag commissioner estimations indi-
cated over $52 million in crop and rangeland losses due to severe
grasshopper infestations in 2023.

This included $16 million in damage to alfalfa, which had a
yield decrease from 6.4 tons per acre to 4.48 tons per acre (-30%)
across 7,280 of Modoc’s 36,400 planted alfalfa acres (20% of acre-
age impacted).

On 180,000 acres of rangeland, which usually supports 2 animal
unit months (AUMs) per acre, only 0.6 AUMs per acre were sup-
ported, resulting in an estimated loss of over $10 million in forage
value.

An AUM is the amount of forage needed to sustain one cow
and her calf or one horse, or five sheep or goats for a month.

Modoc County estimations also included $15 million in grain
hay yield losses, $6 million in lost pasture forage value, $2 million
in small grain yield losses and $1.8 million in other hay yield
losses.

In Siskiyou County, conservative estimates of crop and forage
yield losses exceeded $32 million and in Plumas County they were
over $1 million.

The impact of grasshoppers on crop and forage yields will vary

12 | Idaho Farm Bureau Producer

=
Alfalfa Value Loss

- 4 I .
-7 >4 wiion
7 - g

x e A b
b

.$2 Million — $3.99 Million

g Nl
|
L &

L
ks ;
$1 Million - $1.99 Million
{

$500,000 - $999,999

$1 - $499,999

Source AFBF Calcuiations. USDA APHIS
*California Counties from County Ag Departments

widely by location and depend on factors including weather con-
ditions, vegetation densities and types and altitude.

Recognizing these differences, one crude method to estimate
a baseline economic impact number of grasshopper infestations
across the West is to extrapolate average yield losses and affected
acreage values observed in the described California counties to
other infested counties.

Focusing on a single crop type and selecting counties with
over three adult grasshoppers per yard (where treatment may be
necessary depending on the crop) reduces the risk of overestimat-
ing actual losses since many crop and forage types are affected by
grasshopper infestations.

Following this approach, alfalfa, having been impacted in all
reported California counties and commonly grown in the West
adjacent to or near federal lands, was selected as the crop to
analyze.

Adjusting for yield loss and acreage impacted gives an average
total county production loss of 6%.

Utilizing data from the 2022 Census of Agriculture, coun-
ty-level survey data on alfalfa production, and total sales value by
state, we calculated the difference in production value per county,
assuming a 6% increase in production in the absence of grasshop-
per infestations.

Figure 5 displays the per-county estimations of lost alfalfa
values.

In total, conservative estimates put production value losses in
2023 due to grasshopper infestations at $318 million.

This represents a baseline number with true impacts likely
hundreds of millions of dollars higher. Losses of this magnitude



are detrimental to operations already operating on small and
often negative margins and reveal the true threat of these insects
on farmers’” and ranchers’ livelihoods.

Another way to pinpoint some grasshopper damages is through
Risk Management Agency indemnity data that shows payments
made on crop insurance policies triggered from an insect-related
cause of loss.

In Montana, for instance, there were $7.7 million in indemnity
payments made for crops lost to insects in 2023. This includes
over $5 million in wheat, more than $1.6 million in dry peas and
$439,725 in barley.

All counties with reported insect-related indemnity payments
had significant densities of grasshoppers reported by APHIS sur-
veys, though some of these payments could have been for other
pest types.

Treatment

The Rangeland Grasshopper and Mormon Cricket Suppression
Program offers treatments for federal, state and private rangelands
through a cost-share model within APHIS.

Under this program, when funding is available:

« APHIS covers 100% of the treatment costs on federal and
tribal rangelands.

« On state lands, APHIS provides 50% of the funds for treat-
ment and control, with the state covering the remaining
50%.

« For private rangelands, APHIS contributes 33.3% of the
funding, while the state and private landowner share the
remaining costs.

It's important to note that APHIS is unable to conduct suppres-
sion programs for grasshoppers and Mormon crickets on private
croplands.

However, they do perform rangeland suppression treatments in
areas where federally managed rangeland is directly adjacent to
private croplands.

Before APHIS treats for grasshoppers or Mormon crickets on
rangelands, two things need to happen.

First, APHIS must receive a written request from the landowner
or manager for treatment, and second, APHIS must determine
that the treatment will effectively suppress grasshopper and Mor-
mon cricket populations to levels that will not cause significant
forage loss and ecological damage.

When a written request is made, APHIS visits the site and as-
sesses certain factors to determine if treatment is necessary.

Part of this process is the population density surveying de-
scribed earlier and reviewing treatment options and costs.

If funding is available, a written request has been received and
treatment is deemed necessary, a treatment plan will be submitted
for bids by pest control contractors.

APHIS will select a contractor for each treatment. There may
be limited contractors offering grasshopper treatment services,
leading to reduced competition and potentially higher treatment
costs.

APHIS may apply insecticides using several different methods.
Using ground equipment by distributing baits usually made out

of wheat bran or rolled oats and carbaryl or aerially by spraying
ultra-low-volume applications on treated acres.

Most commonly, APHIS uses a method of integrated pest man-
agement for grasshoppers and crickets called reduced area and
agent treatments to limit costs and insecticide use.

This approach divides treated acres into a patchwork of treated
swaths and untreated swaths. Insects in treated acres are killed
directly and insects in untreated area are killed as they move
between untreated and treated swaths.

This approach reduces the cost of control by more than 50%
and provides 80%-95% protection.

Insecticides utilized by APHIS include carbaryl, diflubenzuron
and malathion. Diflubenzuron is most commonly used because its
risk to non-target terrestrial species and aquatic life is low and its
effectiveness as an insect growth inhibitor is high.

All insecticides are currently registered for use and labeled by
the Environmental Protection Agency for rangeland control of
grasshoppers. Each pesticide used is effective and safe when used
under the right conditions in accordance with label requirements.

Between 2019 and 2023, APHIS protected over 3.33 million
acres across eight Western states, with 2.8 million acres treated
for grasshopper control and 482,000 acres treated for Mormon
crickets.

This has corresponded to $5.68 million in program treatment
expenditures over the five-year span ($4.6 million for grasshopper
control and $1.07 million for Mormon crickets).

Data on whether treatments were on federal, state or private
acres is not available, so the cost paid by states or landowners is
not known.

Nearly 70% ($3.13 million) of treatment costs were spent in
Montana, primarily in 2021 when over $2 million was spent
across 10 counties.

Mormon cricket control costs have been split primarily between
Nevada ($482,000) and Idaho ($423,000), with most of the re-
mainder in Oregon ($157,000).

Summary

Even in the 21st century, outbreaks of grasshoppers and Mor-
mon crickets pose a threat to Western U.S. agriculture.

The economic impact of these insects on rangeland and crops
remains significant, with millions of dollars in losses reported
annually across affected counties.

This analysis only scratches the surface in terms of total
economic damages due to the limited data available and isolated
surveying.

Efforts to manage and mitigate grasshopper populations, led by
APHIS through the Rangeland Grasshopper and Mormon Cricket
Suppression Program, involve sophisticated monitoring and
targeted treatments.

Continued coordination and efforts among the federal govern-
ment, states and private landowners is essential to safeguarding
the livelihoods of farmers and ranchers against these small but
hungry pests. B
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Beans are harvested in a field near Wilder.

Commission
proposes raising
bean assessment

By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation
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GLENNS FERRY - The Idaho Bean Commission in the coming year
will likely seek to update the state statute that authorizes the commis-
sion and outlines its responsibilities.

If industry supports that effort, the commission will begin mov-
ing forward with it in December, said IBC executive director Andi
Woolf-Weibye.

If there is an effort to change the statute, it would occur during the
2025 legislative session, which begins in January.

As part of that statute change effort, the IBC is also asking for indus-
try input on a proposal to increase the state’s bean assessment to help
cover rapidly rising costs.

Raising the assessment would require revising the statute that autho-
rizes the commission.



“We're still working on the
same funds that we had 30
years ago. Meanwhile, the cost
of everything that we do...has
almost doubled in price.”

— B.J. Metzger, IBC commissioner

The assessment is what Idaho bean farmers and dealers pay to
fund the IBC, which was created by the industry in 1949 to pro-
mote and market beans grown in the state, as well as to help fund
research important to the industry.

Currently, Idaho farmers pay an assessment of 8 cents for every
100 pounds of beans they produce, and the state’s bean dealers
pay 4 cents for every 100 pounds of beans they process.

The IBC is proposing to raise the assessment that bean dealers
pay to 8 cents per 100 pounds of beans processed.

“I think it just makes it fair to have industry have an equal as-
sessment as growers,” said Monty Hamilton, one of the IBC’s eight
commissioners. “That's where we're trying to take things”

The IBC is made up of four bean growers and four bean dealers.

Besides making the assessment equal among growers and
dealers, the commission feels it is necessary to raise it because of
significant cost increases over the past several years, Woolf-Weib-
ye said.

“Particularly over the last few years, costs have gone up signifi-
cantly,” Woolf-Weibye said. “If you want to do business and you
want to stay relevant, you have to keep pace with these costs”

The state’s bean assessment has not been raised since 1992 and
“a lot has changed in 30 years and particularly in the last five
years,” Hamilton said. “Anything that we do now costs 30 or 40%
more than it did four years ago.”

The commission’s budget has been severely impacted by
increasing costs, as well as a significant reduction in total bean
acreage in Idaho over the last few years, Hamilton said.

“Bean acres are volatile and when they’re low, that really hurts
the commissions budget,” he said.

Nobody wants to be taxed more but most people realize that
an increase in the assessment is necessary at this point, Hamilton
said.

“So far, all the industry feedback that I have received has been
supportive of an increase,” he said. “They understand that costs
have gone up”

“The dollar is not worth what it used to be,” said IBC commis-
sioner B.]. Metzger. “We're still working on the same funds that
we had 30 years ago. Meanwhile, the cost of everything that we do
... has almost doubled in price”

He said the commission’s budget has “dwindled over the past
few years to the point where we can't do all the research and other

things that we are charged with doing as a commission.”

He also said he has not heard any significant pushback from
industry on the proposal.

“I haven't heard any blowback,” Metzger said. “I haven't heard
a lot of people jumping up and down for it, either. But I haven't
heard anybody say that they're going to fight it or disagree with it”

If it is approved, the new assessment would go into effect at the
beginning of next July.

In its effort to update the statute, the commission seeks to clean
up some of its language.

“Some of that verbiage is really outdated and some of it hasn't
been updated since 1957,” Woolf-Weibye said.

One revision to the statute might include authorizing the com-
mission to increase the assessment up or down. What the ceiling
is for that, up or down, has not been determined yet.

Woolf-Weibye said the commission is trying to get word out
about the proposal as much as possible to give industry a chance
to weigh in on it.

“Getting the word out to industry is our main goal,” she said.
“We want to know if this is a viable thing or, if industry is totally
against it, we'll table it”

So far, industry has not opposed the proposal, she said.

“A lot of them are like, ‘We don't love it but we get it,” she said.
“They understand that costs have increased a lot the last few years,
let alone the last few decades” B

“Sun-baked ham is less desirable than honey-baked ham.”
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POTATOES

Continued from page 3

Idaho leads the nation in total potato
production. Spuds are the state’s top crop
in terms of total revenue and it’s the prod-
uct that Idaho is most famous for.

Idaho farmers produce about 14 billion
pounds of potatoes every year, which is
about a third of the nation’s total spud
supply.

According to a first-of-its-kind NPC
report, the U.S. potato sector had an esti-
mated $101 billion impact on the nation’s
economy in 2021.

According to that “Spud Nation” report,
about 20% of American potatoes are
exported, which results in an almost $4.8
billion economic impact on the nation’s

economy and supports almost 34,000 jobs.

The report also found that export
markets are an important avenue for the
U.S. potato sector. About 20 percent of
the spuds grown in the United States are

exported, either as fresh or processed
potatoes.

On April 11, a bipartisan group of 10
U.S. senators, including both of Idaho’s
senators, sent a letter to the president urg-
ing him to continue to push Japan to allow
access to fresh U.S. potatoes.

According to the letter, fresh potato
access to Japan was first requested almost
three decades ago.

Despite the efforts of USDA’s Animal
and Plant Health Inspection Service
(APHIS), Japan’s Ministry of Agriculture,
Farming and Fisheries (MAFF) “continues
to delay substantive technical discussions
on table stock access,” the letter states.

“This marks the fifth year of discussions
without any forward progress by MAFF to
resolve this decades-long issue,” it adds.

The bipartisan letter states that there is
“no valid phytosanitary justification for
these delays, as the U.S. potato industry
has a strong history of exporting fresh

potatoes to many markets, including South
Korea, Taiwan, Hong Kong, Singapore,
Indonesia, the Philippines, Malaysia, and
Thailand. These exports occur safely and
routinely throughout the year, provid-

ing benefits both for consumers in the
Indo-Pacific and our growers here in the
United States”

During the week of Sept. 16, there will
be another bilateral meeting between
APHIS and MAFF, in Idaho Falls.

That will present another opportunity to
keep pressuring Japan on this issue, said
Quarles, who was in Tokyo last year for the
groups annual bilateral meeting.

“Japan has just stalled the negotiations,”
he said. “We have to maintain the pressure
on (them). There is no legitimate reason
for them refusing to negotiate. It’s purely
protectionism ... I don’t think Japan can
ignore their international obligations
forever” B
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The purpose of the | Farm, | Vote and the | Eat, | Vote campaign is to provide information to
voters about candidates they will be voting for in the upcoming election. Agriculture is
Idaho’s largest economic sector and the lifeblood
of rural communities. Elected officials impact all aspects of rural life and business, from
taxes and environmental regulations to property rights and transportation.

For candidate information please visit
IFarmiVoteldaho.com or scan QR code

Your referral, like
Shay’s, could
be worth $525.

W INSURANCE

*You're automatically entered into our $500 drawing when you refer a friend, even if they don't purchase a policy.

Scan the QR code for complete rules and restrictions. Above left: Shay from Kimberly, Idaho, the winner of our
2nd guarter 2024 Refer A Friend, Get A Gift $500 drawing, with his agent Cindy Packard.
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U of I workshop prepares beginning ranchers

By John O’Connell
University of Idaho

MOSCOW, Idaho - McKenna Knott, of
Moscow, is a recent high school graduate
who raises show calves and would like to
grow and improve her small herd.

Tom Fitzsimmons, of Pomeroy, Wash.,
began raising cattle after he retired from
farming crops. He and his wife Jamie now
have a herd of more than 100 head.

They were among a group of beginning
ranchers from varying backgrounds and
stages in life who sought to broaden their
skillsets through a recent three-day Beef
101 workshop, offered by a team of Uni-
versity of Idaho meat science researchers.

The training caters to ranchers who
have entered the industry within the past
decade and is funded with a three-year,
$479,000 grant from the U.S. Department
of Agriculture’s National Institute of Food
and Agriculture.

Knott and Fitzsimmons participated in
the July 8-10 Beef 101 workshop, which
was organized due to high demand after
the initial May session filled all 30 slots
quickly.

The U of I experts covered the basics
of livestock breeding, genetic selection,
animal health, grazing, land management,
diversifying a business, financial planning,
beef quality assurance, vaccinations, food
safety, beef markets and livestock evalua-
tion.

Beef 101 also funds several one-day
workshops on specific topics, often hosted
in conjunction with county beef schools.

“Coming here, I hope to gain more
knowledge about how I can increase
my herd and have a better economics
standpoint and the knowledge I need to
continue improving my stock and genetics
to help local showmen,” said Knott, who
plans to take agriculture classes next fall
at Linn-Benton Community College in
Albany, Ore.

Fitzsimmons had cattle on his family
farm as a child and wanted to relive those
memories. After he retired from farming,
he purchased some cattle with funds from
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Phil Bass, associate professor of meat science, teaches beginning ranchers enrolled in a Beef
101 course offered by University of Idaho in Moscow about meat cutting.

selling equipment, and he recently bought
a cattle ranch.

“This is the first time I've seen the actual
processing of an animal,” Fitzsimmons
said after trying his hand at meat cut-
ting during the workshop’s final day. “It’s
something you kind of know happens,
but to understand it and see the whole
process and better understand what youre
involved in, that was worth it”

Participants in the workshops will have
the opportunity to have soil and forage
samples from their operations analyzed.

The grant also pairs new ranchers with
experienced mentors in the industry and
will cover site visits, during which experts
from the team will go to individual opera-
tions to make assessments.

Scholarships are available to help par-
ticipants cover mileage, hotels and other
travel costs. Grant funding also purchased

teaching tools, such as a replica cow used
to demonstrate fetal dystocia, which oc-
curs when abnormal fetal size or position-
ing complicates delivery.

The team hosted a contest to name the
artificial cow, which is now called Birth-a.
The $20 workshop fee includes meals
and gifts for participants, such as a butcher

knife. The team plans to add leader-
ship-development content and a more
advanced Beef 201 workshop next year.

“We have folks who have one or two an-
imals and are brand new to the thing and
folks who are part of a family ranch with
several hundred to 1,000 head,” said Phil
Bass, an associate professor of meat science
and the grant’s principal investigator. “It’s
the full spectrum?”

Jessie Van Buren, a UI Extension educa-
tor serving Latah County, had the primary
responsibility for writing the grant.



“I cut the beef up myself and I want
to get better at processing it. What
I saw here was clean processing and

humane handling of the beef.”

— Anna McKanna, Potlach rancher

She comes from an extended family of
ranchers and relied heavily on their input
about what to include in workshops. She
also surveyed about 60 people with ties to
ranching.

Several of her uncles are serving as pro-
gram mentors, as well as on an advisory
board to provide continuing direction for
the grant.

At the suggestion of Van Buren’s rela-
tives, cull cows provided by the university
for the workshops’ meat-cutting training
were ground into hamburger and donated
to the Idaho Food Bank in Lewiston.

The workshops have drawn participants
from throughout Idaho, Washington, Or-
egon and Montana, and even one partici-
pant from Texas, Jennifer Howard.

Howard plans to move to northern
Idaho and start a small herd for personal
consumption and direct-to-consumer
sales.

“I'm looking to enter the cattle indus-
try mostly to have control over my food
source — being able to select it and be in
control of what is fed to animals I will eat
myself to improve my health and food
security,” Howard said.

Winston Peterson, of Peck, started a
small cow-calf operation near Lewiston
and is eager to apply his new skills from
Beef 101 in the field to increase his profits.

“I'm looking to grow into a bigger oper-
ation I can rely on for my main source of
income,” Peterson said.

Leah Gurske-Hill, of Spangle, Wash.,

RIGHT: Micaela Swall, of Bear Grace Ranch
in Caldwell, practices meat cutting during the
Beef 101 course offered recently by University

of Idaho in Moscow.

started with a pair of animals and has built
her herd up to 17. She sells live animals

to consumers, who work directly with a
butcher to have their beef processed.

Gurske-Hill learned about the program
through the Washington Cattle Associa-
tion’s webpage.

“We couldn’t beat the price and knowl-
edge is power,” Gurske-Hill said. “I
brought a friend down with me, and we’re
enjoying the bejesus out of it. Id never
seen the butchering process, and the beef
quality assurance was fascinating”

Anna McKanna, of Potlatch, raises cattle
solely for personal use and to supply beef
to family. She personally slaughters a cou-
ple of animals per year.

“I cut the beef up myself and I want to
get better at processing it,” she said. “What
I saw here was clean processing and hu-
mane handling of the beef”

Mikaela and Dustin Swall, with Bear
Grace Ranch in Caldwell, are part of a
family operation with more than 100 cow-
calf pairs and a 300- to 400-head feedlot.

They sell animals directly to the con-
sumer, an area they believe future Beef 101
workshops should emphasize.

They have taken several ideas from the
workshop to apply to their ranch oper-
ations, and they highly recommend the
program.

“Just more of the animal handling
techniques are some of the things we plan
to implement differently. We have a couple
of ideas going forward on how we're going
to be dealing with our vaccinations and
castrations,” Mikaela Swall said. “I loved
being on the cutting-room floor. That was
the coolest thing to me. I learned so much
about why certain cuts are the way they are
and where they’re located.”

The U of I team includes Jessie Van
Buren, Michael Colle, Lauren Christensen,
Meranda Small, Audra Cochran, Brett
Wilder and Phil Bass. B
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Seven Elzinga daughters indispensable to
Alderspring Ranch in Pahsimeroi Valley

By Dianna Troyer
For Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

Whenever they need help, Glenn and
Caryl Elzinga turn to their seven daughters
at Alderspring Ranch in central Idaho’s
remote Pahsimeroi Valley.

Their efficient family members with a
diverse skillset help move cattle, take turns
living with the herd in summer to ward oft
wolves, package orders for their organic
grass-fed beef, write blogs, and maintain
their website and social media.

The Elzingas market about 400 head
annually through direct internet sales and
natural food stores. The ranch encom-
passes 2,500 acres of deeded ground and
46,000 acres of grazing permits with the
Bureau of Land Management and Forest
Service.

Along with their daughters and three
sons-in-law, they have four full-time
ranch hands and several seasonal summer
workers.

The daughters supervise the ranch’s
summer internship program.

“We're excited to have our largest sum-
mer intern crew ever —19,” Glenn said.
“They come from Canada and throughout
the United States. Some have never been
around agriculture. They want to learn
more when they read our website about
running a regenerative, profitable ranch
with healthy soil and fish-friendly irriga-
tion with Chinook salmon spawning on
the ranch”

The Elzingas provide lodging and meals.

“Although the interns don’t receive a
salary, they benefit from us putting a horse
under them, feeding them beef, and teach-
ing them an agriculture of hope,” Glenn
said.

Along with supervising interns, the
daughters divide up ranch duties, depend-
ing on their interests, although everyone
chips in where they are needed.

Melanie crew bosses the range riding
crew, manages and trains horses, handles
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Glenn and Caryl Elzinga’s daughters are from left Linnaea, Becky, Maddy, Melanie, Annie,

Emily, and Abigail.

social media, and is a graphic designer and
photographer.

Abigail shoots videos and manages cattle
using adaptive grazing methods. She and
her husband, Ethan Kelly, also raise pas-
tured pork on the ranch.

Linnaea is a riding crew boss, mar-
keting manager, photographer, graphic
designer, and author of their cooking blog,
Meathacker.

Emily is the ranch information technol-
ogy manager and does website coding and
troubleshooting. She is studying computer
science and physics at Idaho State Univer-
sity with a minor in biology.

Becky is a ranch hand, range rider, does
irrigation and is studying art, music and
biology at the University of Idaho.

Annie is a ranch hand, range crew boss,
and is the quality control checker in the
warehouse.

Maddy is a range crew boss, ranch hand,
and raises sheep with her husband Wesley.
She also processes order labels in the ship-
ping warehouse, does odd jobs and helps
with irrigation. Wesley also crew bosses on

the range along with being a solid ranch
hand.

The Elzingas began shipping their or-
ganic grass-fed beef in 2005. They use re-
generative grazing methods, rotating cows
away from riparian areas and watering
them on troughs interspersed throughout
the range.

On their 70-square mile summer range
in the Salmon River Mountains, range
riders live with the herd to protect them
from wolves.

Glenn speaks at regenerative ag confer-
ences and via podcasts, describing how
they implement their holistic ranch prac-
tices and grazing techniques.

“Let’s face it, Caryl and I will be transi-
tioning out of agriculture at some point,”
he said. “T'm 62, and there will be a new
generation who will be feeding people.
Some of our daughters say they want to be
that next generation. Some interns have
earned ag degrees and others haven’t. But
they all learn wellness and the intercon-
nectedness of soil, land management, and
animal and human health” B



Caryl Elzinga
Multi-talented ranch woman

By Heather Smith Thomas
For Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

Caryl and Glenn Elzinga started their grass-fed beef produc-
tion business from scratch. They came to eastern Idaho in 1987
soon after they were married and both had seasonal jobs with
BLM.

They lived on a small ranch near Tendoy, 20 miles from Salm-
on, and began raising beef to sell direct to customers.

By 2004 they were selling the beef from 160 yearlings each year,
directly to individuals and natural food stores, with a waiting list
for their product.

“This program kept getting bigger, until we outgrew that little
place and moved to a large ranch near May, Idaho,” Caryl said.

Purchasing that ranch was a complex challenge, however, be-
cause there were many players involved—Idaho Fish and Game,
National Marine Fisheries, The Nature Conservancy, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, and Idaho Power.

“I insisted on reading the easement document before we signed
oft in it, and realized we needed to change a lot of things to make
it work,” she said. “Some people think we had this ranch given to
us, but we are still paying on the mortgage, two decades later. The
Nature Conservancy has been a great partner, however, and the
easement does not preclude us from doing anything we want to
do”

Caryl homeschooled all seven of their girls, and now helps with
grandkids.

Four years ago, Caryl was diagnosed with chronic Lyme disease,
and health issues make it harder to do the physical jobs.

“We have taken a relatively
small operation and created a
larger source of income that is
sustainable for the whole family;
we can keep our kids employed
at a decent wage and also give

other people jobs.”

— Caryl Elzinga

Photo courtesy of Alderspring Ranch

Caryl Elzinga of Alderspring Ranch

“I still go out with Glenn to look at plants, and to figure out
what we'll do next with the cattle management, but I haven’t been
on a horse for many years,” she said. “I still run all the finances
and a lot of models, trying to figure out how to make things better
for our ranch. We don’t have any outside money, so everything we
do has to make a little money.”

Up until three years ago, Caryl ran much of the beef shipping
business but now has some help with that.

“I've become more involved with the actual marketing,” she
said. “We used to do it all through our website, and it’s still there
for orders, but we now rely more on social media to gain new
customers.”

Several of the girls are excellent photographers, and many of
their photos are on the website and social media.

“We keep gaining new customers and they want to know about
the beef, how it was raised, and about the family who raised it,”
Caryl said.

“We have taken a relatively small operation and created a larger
source of income that is sustainable for the whole family; we
can keep our kids employed at a decent wage and also give other
people jobs,” she said.

She said her goal has been to produce healthy beef on healthy
rangelands and help educate people about the benefits of beef and
the true value of properly managed rangelands. B
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Dane Elmquist, left, a former University of ldaho graduate student, and his research team take soil samples for research on interactions

between soil arthropod communities and crops.

Research finds benefits of soil arthropods for crops

By John O’Connell
University of Idaho

MOSCOW, Idaho - University of Idaho
researchers studying farm fields in the
Palouse region have unearthed strong
evidence that increasing diversity in ag-
ricultural systems benefits soil arthropod
communities, which in turn improves crop
productivity.

Through their research, Dane Elmquist,
who recently graduated from the Universi-
ty of Idaho with a doctorate in entomolo-
gy, and his major professor, University Dis-
tinguished Professor Sanford Eigenbrode,
provided baseline data of soil arthropod
communities inhabiting Palouse farmland,
as well as how farming practices influence
those communities.

The data will allow researchers to moni-
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tor changes in Palouse soil arthropod pop-
ulations over time and guide work aimed
to improve overall health of agricultural
soils.

Arthropods are invertebrates with joint-
ed legs and bodies with a hard exoskeleton.
About 23% of all described organisms live
in soil, and 85% of those are arthropods.

Examples of soilborne arthropods
include mites, springtails, centipedes, ants,
spiders, beetles and pill bugs.

“These soil arthropods are kind of a
neglected piece of the puzzle. They've
received a lot less research attention com-
pared with their microbial counterparts
in the soil, as well as earthworms,” said
Elmquist, who earned his doctorate last
December and is now working for Univer-
sity of Wisconsin-Madison Extension. “We
really didn’t know much, if anything, about

“I was surprised by the
number and diversity
of the arthropods we

pulled from these
agricultural ecosystems
that have been farmed
relatively intensively for

the last 100 years.”

— Dane Elmaquist, University
of Idaho graduate,
entymology



the soil arthropod communities of the Palouse agricultural
ecosystems prior to our project.”

Soil arthropods are critical to soil health as they
decompose crop residue, thereby releasing nutrients
that support crop growth. They also interact closely
with important soil microbial communities and help
control soilborne pests.

Elmquist based his dissertation on the research.

His project includes five chapters — three have been
published in scientific journals and one chapter is
under review for publication.

He and Eigenbrode have also published an Extension
bulletin on their work through U of I.

The soil arthropod work was funded by three grants.
From 2018-2022, researchers planted on-farm strip
trials and small plots to compare arthropod populations in

conventional crop rotations with more diversified rota-
tions, including winter pea in place of a legume or a fallow
period, single-species cover crops and multi-species spring
cover crops.

The diversified rotations, especially the addition of winter
peas and multi-species cover crops, resulted in a far richer
diversity of soil arthropods.

“We did find an effect of above-ground diversity on be-
low-ground diversity;” Elmquist said, adding the greater diversity
of soil arthropods persisted into later planted winter wheat.

Furthermore, they confirmed an increase in arthropod-mediat-
ed litter decomposition in wheat plots that followed multi-species
cover crops.

Through their combined studies, they evaluated more than 950
soil samples for arthropods, counting more than 120,000 individ-
ual arthropods and identifying more than 70 arthropod taxa.

“I was surprised by the number and diversity of the arthropods
we pulled from these agricultural ecosystems that have been
farmed relatively intensively for the last 100 years,” ElImquist said.

He extracted arthropods from soil samples taken from exper-
imental plots using a tool known as a Berlese-Tullgren funnel. A
light bulb heats and dries the soil, forcing the arthropods further
away until they fall from the mouth of a funnel into a preserva-
tive.

Elmquist also modified the funnel to capture them alive for use
in greenhouse experiments.

After counting the arthropods and recording their family, Elm-
quist added them to soil in pots to grow wheat plants in a green-
house. He discovered the presence of arthropods had a profound
effect on strengthening wheat root systems and increasing

AdobeStock photo

AdobeStock photo

above-ground plant biomass.

“The roots were generally longer, there were more of them
and they had more tips and branches, which are important for
nutrient scavenging,” Elmquist said, adding soil arthropods also
increased the plant biomass above ground.

The researchers also noticed in their greenhouse research that
when aphids were placed on plants, populations of arthropods in
the soil became more robust. Conversely, arthropods in the soil
correlated with more aphids on foliage.

More research is needed to understand the mechanisms behind
the correlation between soil arthropods and insects feeding above
ground, as well as the improved plant root development triggered
by soil arthropods.

Eigenbrode and Elmquist collaborated with U of I's former
head of the Department of Soil and Water Systems, Jodi John-
son-Maynard, to compare using the presence of soil arthropods
as an indicator of soil health against more traditional methods of
assessing soil health.

They see great promise in the approach, which warrants
additional research.
“Soil arthropods affect the growth and potential profitabil-
ity of wheat production in our region, and this is why producers
should become aware of this work,” Eigenbrode said. “Take
care of your below-ground livestock. That’s part of taking care
of your whole production system, and we've provided some
data that underscores that it’s not just handwaving. It’s real” H
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Forest soils

Organic and mineral

By Chris Schnepf
University of Idaho

refer to whatever is under their skidder or caterpillar as
“dirt” I usually refrain from suggesting they describe it as
“soil” instead.

When I was a forestry undergraduate at Iowa State Universi-
ty, we had a locally legendary soils professor who took excep-
tion to the term “dirt”

Professor Scholtes would say, “OK, you knockers, dirt is
misplaced soil - without dirt, you wouldn’t have dirty clothes,
without dirty clothes, you wouldn’t have laundry detergent,
without laundry detergent, you wouldn’t have soap operas,
without soap operas, you wouldn’t have television - thus, does
soil provide you with entertainment!”

When talking about roadbuilding, referring to cut or fill
material as dirt is fine. That material is often not going to be
growing much in the near future. However, referring to forest
soils as dirt really misses a critical part of forest ecology and
silviculture.

My first soils class was more chemistry and texture than biol-
ogy. The inorganic, mineral dimensions of a soil (sand, silt, and
clay, nutrient levels, etc.) continue to be very important.

But in the last 50 years, the organic components of soils have
gained progressively more attention in forestry and increasingly
in agriculture.

(Chris Schnepf is an area extension educator in forestry for
the University of Idaho in Bonner, Boundary, Kootenai and Be-
newah counties. He can be reached at cschnepf@uidaho.edu.)

I n conversations with loggers, I occasionally hear someone

Unlike soils in which annual crops are grown, forest soils are
not typically tilled. Generally, we try to keep the existing forest
soil profile intact with minimal disturbance or compaction.

Typically, this is done by reducing the area covered in roads
and skid trails, using least compacting logging methods (e.g.,
line skidding on steep slopes), and logging when soils are dry

or frozen.
g : _ There are some exceptions. For example, some light surface
ate™ P 5 o soil disturbance may aid natural regeneration of tree seedlings,
F ore bt i Lol e : all of which germinate best on bare mineral soil surfaces.

In part because they are not tilled, dead organic materials

LEFT: Organic materials are a critical dimension of forest soils.
Photos by Chris Schnepf
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on and in the soil are especially important
for forests. For example, coarse woody
debris provides wildlife habitat on the soil
surface.

As wood decays and is assimilated to
the soil profile, it reduces soil density
and aids moisture retention. Fine organic
debris (less than 3 inches in diameter) also
benefits forest soils (within acceptable fire
risks), particularly with nutrients when
this material is green.

We continue to learn more about dead
organic materials in soil. For example,
there is growing amount of research
supporting the value of adding biochar to
enrich forest soil organic material.

Living organic organisms are also
very important in forest soils. Fungi and
animals including worms, insects, arthro-
pods, and mammals, play important roles
in breaking down coarse woody organic
materials, recycling nutrients, aerating the
soil, and many other functions.

Mycorrhizal fungi, a type of fungi that
form symbiotic relationships with most of
the plants on earth, are especially import-
ant in forests. Recent books (“The Oversto-
ry”) and movies (“Avatar”) have popular-
ized the connectedness between trees, but
foresters have been aware of mycorrhizal
fungi connecting trees for over 150 years
(see https://doi.org/10.1111/nph.15397).

That is part of the reason we recommend
recruiting coarse woody debris to forest
soils. As it decays, it increases soil mois-
ture, which aids mycorrhizal fungi.

In addition to connecting trees, my-
corrhizae help extend tree root systems,
helping trees access more moisture and nu-
trients and block pathogenic fungi. Some
nurseries actually inoculate tree seedlings
with mycorrhizae at the nursery if they are
likely to be planted in a farm field or old
mining site, but this is not usually needed
on forest sites.

Physical soil properties are still im-
portant. To learn more about those soil
characteristics on your property, start with
the Soil Survey, managed by the U.S. Nat-
ural Resources Conservation Service, with
support from land grant universities and
other organizations.

We used to pack heavy boxes of county
paper soil survey booklets to extension
programs to help people learn about soils

on their property. Now we use the web soil
survey (https://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.
gov/app/).

One advantage of the web soil survey
most people note right away is relatively
current aerial imagery. Many of the aerial
photos on paper soil surveys were over 50
years old. In 50 years, a field may become a
tully stocked relatively mature forest!

More importantly, there is much more
useful forestry information in the web soil
survey than in the old paper surveys. For a
given site you can get information on soil
suitability for tree planting, log landings,
natural surface roads (pretty critical in
forestry), and many other properties.

The soil survey also contains informa-
tion on soil hazards such as vulnerability
to soil erosion, compaction, fire damage,
and tree windthrow.

The web soil survey is fairly easy to use.
You can see a tutorial at https://www.nrcs.
usda.gov/conservation-basics/natural-re-
source-concerns/soils/getting-started-
with-web-soil-survey.

There are also some good online video
orientations to using the web soil survey.
The soil survey involves a lot of data, so if
your internet is slow, you may want to take
a laptop to a place with good broadband
internet availability or use public library
computers to access it.

If you are using the soil survey to make

e e

Logging when soils are frozen can help reduce soil impacts.

forestry decisions, be sure to check your
soil survey findings on site, to make sure
what you are working with matches the
soil description. The survey will likely
describe “inclusions” of different types of
soils that are different than the mapping
unit description.

Inclusions are often more common in
forest soils than they are in agricultural
soils, as forest soils vary more in topogra-
phy.

You should also assess the organic
material recruitment on your site. We
have an extension publication that will
help you measure that titled “Managing
Organic Debris for Forest Health” (PNW
609, available at https://www.uidaho.edu/
extension/publications/publication-de-
tail?id=pnw0609).

The publication also goes into great
detail on the functions of organic materials
in forest soils.

Understanding your forest soils is criti-
cal to making forest management decisions
that fulfill your forest management goals.

In addition to the resources mentioned
prior in this column, Washington State
University has an excellent extension
publication on forest soils, titled “Keeping
Your Forest Soils Healthy and Productive”
(WSU EB2019, available https://pubs.
extension.wsu.edu/keeping-your-forest-
soils-healthy-and-productive). B
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life’s moments.

Big moments in life, they have a way of changing everything,
including your need for life insurance. Together, we can make sure
you have the right coverage in place.

Contact your local Farm Bureau agent to see how life
insurance can help you protect what matters most.

A FARM BUREAU
M. FINANCIAL SERVICES

Farm Bureau Life Insurance Company*/West Des Moines, IA. *Company provider of Farm Bureau Financial Services. L1213 (7-24)
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IDAHO PREFERRED MONTH FUN FACT:

Idaho Preferred Month showcases the state’s impressive
diversity, with over 185 different commodities produced across
its 22,800 farms and ranches, reflecting the significant impact of
local agriculture on our quality of Llife.

SEPTEMBER IS IDAHO PREFERRED MUNTHI

Idaho Preferred Month kicks off in September with an
official proclamation from Governor Little, declaring the
important contributions local farmers make to ldaho's . _ 2

overall quality of life. This month-long event highlights e/ £ : ¢ G‘MZ

the peak of Idaho’s harvest season and invites consumers iy luRCHARDISTs
to enjoy the freshest locally-grown produce available ' ALAL

across the state. Grocers, farmers markets, restaurants, ¢
and retail nurseries showcase ldaho’s top agricultural

products, giving you the chance to savor the rich flavors
of the Gem State while recognizing the dedication and

Meet the Rowley Family, co-owners of Cherry Hill Farms-ldaho
in the Sunnyslope region of Caldwell, Idaho.

hard work of our farmers, ranchers, and food crafters. Responding to a growing desire for a deeper connection with their food, the Rowley
Family transformed Cherry Hill Farms - Idaho into more than just a fruit stand.

I_UUK FUR THE I_[]Gﬂ ‘]R SEARCH THE FARM + Fnﬂﬂ FINDER Today, it’s a you-pick destination spot where visitors of all ages can pick their own

cherries, apples, and peaches, tackle the corn maze, and find the perfect pumpkin.

To participate in the Idaho Preferred Month celebration, simply
look for the Idaho Preferred logo on packaging and signage,
which ensures the products are genuinely grown, raised, or
crafted in Idaho. The Idaho Preferred Farm + Food Finder is
also an invaluable tool to help you source local products
throughout the state.

https://idahopreferred.com/members/cherry-hill-farms/

Idaho Preferred provides resources that simplifies supporting 2 Pw D

Idaho’s agricultural community and help you enjoy delicious,  LIVE. EAT. LOCAL
Idaho-grown products that showcase the peak of harvest
freshness and contribute significantly to our quality of life.

LIVE. TAT. LOGAL.

Discover the peak of Idaho’s harvest with the Idaho Preferred logo and Farm + Food Finder.
Look for the logo to ensure you're enjoying locally-grown, high-quality products straight
from Idaho’s farms, ranches, and food crafters.

HOW WE CELEBRATE IDAHO PREFERRED MONTH

Idaho Preferred Month highlights our strong partnerships with retail stores across the
state. This year, we're excited to coordinate retail promotions with 10 different grocers
at 43 locations throughout Idaho. With enhanced visibility and accessibility of Idaho-
grown products, it is easier than ever for consumers to support local agriculture.

Visit: www.idahopreferred.com/find/retail

Governor's Proclamation Harvest Tour Event

Digital Advertising Custom Signage & Retail Displays
Radio Remotes & Pop-Up Events Custom Produce Bins

General Radio Ads Producer Sampling Events

Social Media Collaborations Special Give-Aways

Visit: idahopreferred.com/idaho-preferred-month-kickoff2024/

Idaho State Department of Agriculture
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Idaho State Department of Agriculture photos

Japanese beetles like the one shown here can damage a wide variety of crops.

Ag department targets Japanese beetles, again

By Sean Ellis
Idaho Farm Bureau Federation

CALDWELL - The Idaho State Department of Agriculture is
again conducting a full-court press against the Japanese beetle, an
invasive pest that attacks a wide variety of crops.

The beetle is a highly destructive plant pest that feeds on more
than 300 different agricultural and ornamental plants.

Agriculture is a major part of Idaho’s economy, and, according
to a recent University of Idaho study, accounts for one in every
nine jobs in the state, 17% of total sales and 13% of total gross
state product.

The Japanese beetle threatens to take a bite out of that economic
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impact if it ever gains a significant foothold in Idaho.

The ISDA is currently conducting a major eradication effort of
the beetle in the Caldwell area. If left unchecked, the pest could
cause large negative impacts to many Idaho ag commodities that
are grown around that area.

Canyon County has the most farms in the state - 2,113 - and
ranks No. 5 in total farm revenue among Idaho’s 44 counties.

The county is also one of the top seed producing areas in the
world and the center of Idaho’s $500 million seed industry.

The bad news is that the pest has been found adjacent to farm-
land in Caldwell. The good news is that so far, the ISDA’s eradica-
tion effort appears to be working.



“These invasive species increase our
costs as growers...so its better to

stop it ahead of time.”

— Mike Williamson, manager of Williamson
Orchards and Vineyards

And the ag department does have a good track record when it
comes to eradicating this plant pest.

After dozens of Japanese beetles were detected in Boise in 2012,
the ISDA undertook a major eradication effort that resulted in
the pest not being detected in Boise the past several years.

It was the largest documented Japanese beetle eradication in
U.S. history, according to Andrea Thompson, section manager of
ISDA’s plant industries division.

The ag department first identified the Caldwell infestation in
2021.

After feeding on grass in residential areas during the winter
months, the beetle comes out and it “wants to eat everything else
and that’s where it becomes a problem for agricultural produc-
tion,” Thompson said.

The department treated about 1,065 properties on 310 acres
of turf in 2023 and this year plans to increase the amount of
treatments.

Adult Japanese beetles are about a half-inch long and have
metallic green bodies and coppery wing covers.

Adult beetles can leave holes in plants and skeletonize leaves.

The number of beetles detected in the Boise infestation explod-
ed from 56 in year one to more than 3,000 in year two.

So far, ag department officials have not detected those types of
numbers in Caldwell.

“We haven't seen that rate of explosion in Caldwell, so we feel

like the treatment is working and that eradication is within reach,”

Thompson said. “We feel very confident in our ability to knock
this thing out”

She said the ISDA takes this eradication effort extremely seri-
ously and wants to keep the pest from becoming a major issue for
Idaho farmers.

If the pest did gain a foothold in Idaho, it could impact farmers’
ability to export commodities and quarantine restrictions could
be placed on the movement of some Idaho crops.

Thompson said the state’s agricultural industry has been very
supportive of the eradication effort, and residents of Caldwell
have also been very helpful.

The beetle, native to Japan, was first detected in the U.S. in 1916
and is now found in most states east of the Mississippi River.

Idaho does have preventative controls designed to stop the
introduction of Japanese beetles into Idaho from infested states in
the East.

Thompson said that in other areas of the country where the
beetle is found in high numbers, growers’ only option is weekly

chemical treatments during the growing season to minimize
damage.

Mike Williamson, manager of Williamson Orchards and Vine-
yards in Caldwell, said he applauds the ag department’s effort to
get rid of the beetle before it establishes itself here.

He said any invasive species is a concern “because there are no
natural predators or natural control methods to get them under
control”

“These invasive species increase our costs as growers...so it’s
better to stop it ahead of time,” he said.

ISDA officials suspect the invasive pest hitchhikes to Idaho,
mainly on nursery stock brought in by newcomers moving to the
state.

Rules are in place to try to prevent that from happening but
they still pop up in Idaho from time to time.

Idaho has been trapping for the beetles since 1991.

For more information about the pest, contact Thompson at
(208) 332-8620 or by email at Andrea. Thompson@isda.
idaho.gov. ®
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dall i pere...

i TIME TO THINK
PROPANE

dave wilfe e

N IWREO FAGN BUGRELD
DISGOULITS

AmenGas.

America’s Propane Company

VALLEY WIDE

COQOPERATIVE

Propane power can fuel your life-in your
home, around your yard, and on the go.

Valley Wide Cooperative, the #1 propane
*| dealer in the state of Idaho, offers the s h
members of Idaho Farm Bureau a [ 1] "n

d discount of: Pl'd & Save 10 cents/gallon on propane from
¢ 5 cents per gallon on propane to our pﬂm AmeriGas for eligible Idaho Farm Bureau

residential routed customers on Compmy  anCe members who are new or existing
mitted to Excellen

Regular Scheduled Delivery. || customers of AmeriGas.

* New Customer incentive, 10% F SPECIAL SUBURBAN PROPANE
discount off new leased tank MEMBERS-ONLY PRICING To qualify, complete the form at:
installations and 10 cent per gallon on . . www.amerigas.com/idaho-farm-bureau-
first fill. N ¢ Discountis for new pur:chases only partnership, and once membership is

o 10% discount on all residential * Call dealer for full details verified and, for new customers, the new
propane appliances and appliance Boise area 208-375-4254 customer account set-up is completed,
installation (water heater/cook Twin Falls area 208-733-4608 the member discount will be applied to the

Pocatello area 208-232-1723

stove/fireplace/insert fireplace). customer's account within (30) days.

[ ]
B daho Farm Bureau.

Member Benefits

*All programs and benefits are subject to change without notification. Some exclusions and restrictions may apply.
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New name.
Same commitment
to your success.

Northwest Farm Credit Services is now
AgWest Farm Credit.

Providing agricultural financial services, backed by a
century of experience—to help you grow your legacy.

Contact your local branch '

O,
N g
to learn more. gweSt

or visit AgWestFC.com
FARM CREDIT

B Farm Bureau
. FINANCE COMPANY

A& FABRM HUNEAU BERVICE IN IDAMD

INTRODUCING OUR FALL YOUTH INVESTOR SPECIAL!

To help our hard working Idaho youth learn the importance
of investing, now through October 31, 2024, we ore offering o
special rate debenture note for youth!

» 6.00% APR

« 6 month term

= 5100 to $5,000 new investment amo
* Only available to Idaho youth under

age of 18

o Must have an adult listed as co-owner of this invest
o Limit of one speciol rate debenture note per parson
o Must be a resident of the State of idaho

MNow is their time to invest their summer earnings o
the highest rates currently available!

The silaring &l Farm Bursau Flasres Company debentures are made aslaly
) by our glfering piospecies, and galy to redidants of the State =l Idaha.
Thase debentures ore rot FEIC or SIPC (nyvured bamk deposid accounts
A zapy of ‘dur prospectui i ovellable upen tequaik

“I planted 100 acres of maize ... now, [ have a =
P - CONTACT US AT BBB-B88-3278 OR VISIT WWW.IDFEES.COM
corner on the market.
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Boating activity was heavy on a Thursday afternoon on Bear Lake.

Idaho water board
explores ways to
increase water supply
in the Bear River Basin

Idaho Department of Water Resources news release
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SODA SPRINGS — The Idaho
Water Resource Board (board)
toured the Bear River Basin
and Bear Lake in late July and
discussed ways to increase water
supply in the region.

One potential option is to in-
crease water storage in Bear Lake
and another is to explore cloud
seeding to augment the high-ele-
vation snowpack, board officials
said.

The board held its regular bi-

Photo by Steve Stuebner

monthly meeting in Soda Springs
July 25-26 to discuss those topics
and other water management
activities that involve neighboring
states, multiple water user groups
and partner agencies in the Bear
River Basin.

The Bear River yields about
800,000 acre-feet of water per
year, on average, to the Great
Salt Lake, while Bear Lake stores
about 1.4 million acre-feet at full
pool, said Matt Anders, bureau



chief of technical services for the Idaho
Department of Water Resources (IDWR).

The Bear River crosses state lines five
times in its 350-mile course, Anders noted.
From the headwaters in the Uinta Moun-
tains in Utah, the river flows through a
corner of southwest Wyoming, then makes
a big U-shaped course through the corner
of southeast Idaho, before it flows back
into Utah and drains into the Great Salt
Lake.

A three-state compact defines how water
is allocated to the three states. (see map).

The Bear River supports irrigation, hy-
dropower, native fish and recreation. It is
popular with boaters and beach goers from
Utah, with the city of Logan (population
55,000) 35 miles away.

It’s also a popular getaway for Idaho
residents in this rural corner of the state.
The Bear River is the largest tributary of
the Great Salt Lake, which has been reeling
from low lake levels in recent years, Utah
officials said.

The board is exploring the possibility
of adding storage to Bear Lake to provide
more water for irrigation and other uses.

The board filed for a water right in Bear
Lake for that purpose, but the channel ca-
pacity of the Bear River would need to be
increased from 1,500 cubic feet per second
(cfs) to 2,600 cfs to make that possible,
Anders said.

Flood easements would need to be
negotiated with landowners along the river
in the Gentile Valley for that to occur.
Efforts to obtain the necessary easements
are ongoing.

The board is also exploring whether
cloud seeding in the Bear River Basin
could provide a benefit to Idaho water us-
ers. A board-funded feasibility and design
study was completed by the National Cen-
ter for Atmospheric Research (NCAR) in
2023 to assess whether cloud seeding could
increase water supply in the basin.

The study found that there are opportu-
nities to cloud seed with both ground gen-
erators and aircraft. There also is potential
to share infrastructure for cloud seeding
in the Upper Snake region with the state
of Utah, said Kala Golden, cloud seeding
program manager for IDWR.

The development of comprehensive

ground and aircraft operations has been
shown to be the most effective way to
enhance water supply with cloud seeding,
Golden said. However, there is a need

to collect real operational data and then
assess whether cloud seeding will support
long-term water supply enhancement
goals.

“There are a number of studies out there
that indicate a well-managed and scien-
tifically based cloud seeding project can
increase winter precipitation on average
about 10 percent;” Golden said. “NCAR
has found there to be good opportunities
for seeding in the basin, so I think it’s
reasonable to assume we could see similar
output from what NCAR has proposed”

The state of Utah is also actively working
to grow operations in the basin by adding
10 remote ground generators in Idaho
to benefit flows into the Great Salt Lake,
officials said.

“This is a project that’s near and dear
to my heart,” said Marc Gibbs, an Idaho
Water Resource Board member who farms
in the Grace area in the Bear River Basin.
“I think this is an opportunity that we need
to pursue”

Photo by Sean Ellis
The Idaho Water Resource Board toured the Bear River Basin and Bear Lake in late July and
discussed ways to increase water supply in the region.

Bear River Basin Adjudication

IDWR staff also provided an update on
the Bear River Basin Adjudication (BRBA),
which started in July 2021. The BRBA
includes both surface and groundwater
rights in the portions of Bannock, Bear
Lake, Caribou, Cassia, Franklin, Oneida,
and Power Counties within the Bear River
Basin.

This includes IDWR Administrative Ba-
sins 11, 13, 15, and 17. The purpose of the
water rights adjudication is to determine
the nature, extent and priority of surface
and ground water rights to allow for effec-
tive management of the resource.

There are an estimated 3,745 active
water rights in the area; about 2,865 claims
have been filed through the adjudication
so far. Claims evaluations in Basins 11 and
13 are expected to be complete in 2031.

Adjudication activities for IDWR Ad-
ministrative Basins 15 and 17 are sched-
uled for 2031 - 2034. &
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Classifieds

FARMING/EQUIPMENT AUTO/ATV

JD 6622 hillside combine, 222
header witrailer $5000 obo. Has
been in shop. Oneida County 208-
221-2613 or E-mail jonmic04@
hughes.net

Massey Ferguson Compact
Tractor with Yanmar mower at-
tachment. GC2300 Sub Compact
4 WD diesel utility tractor. 2005
low hours (929 Hrs) Always been
garaged with service records in
top condition. Located Middleton
Idaho. Call 503-348-1498

International 656H, early 70s.
Runs great, lots of power, new
adjustable scraper on back, front
loader bucket, good rubber all
around. Needs seat & Throttle
cable. $7,000 obo Mike 402-270-
2426 St. Anthony, ID.

New tractor tires. 3) Uniroyal
tubeless 6.40-15SL 4 Ply $50 ea.
4) Dyna-Trac STA 9.00-10NHS
tubetype $75 ea. $400 all. 1959
Minneapolis Moline tractor. Power
steering, 2 new front tires and
back a lot of tread. New seat,
ignition switch. 3-point hitch w/pto
and live hydraulics. 5 speed w/
shuttle gear. $3000 OBO. Pine,ID
208-653-2125

4590 Inline Hesston Baler (14X18)
kept under cover. New bearings,
knives, Stuffer, Knotters, Header
all re-built. Has not been used
since rebuilt. Also have a 1032
NH pull type Stacker Recondi-
tioned, like new. Text or call Doug
208-989-5025

2006-500 CC HONDA RUBICON
4x4 ATV. Very good condition,
3,275 miles, accessorized with
heated thumb and handle bars,
trailer hitch, dirt or snow blade
that angles, winch, spare tire, mir-
rors, cargo bags sides and rear,
garaged when not used. $5575.
Dale-208-884-2121

1996 Ford 350 New auto 7.3 die-
sel 296,168 miles 4x4 goose neck
hitch. Blaine 208-926-4611

1969 GMC Suburban 3 door
4 speed 4x4 40,000 on motor.
Blaine 208-926-4611

FOR SALE

2022’32 “Grand Designs Imagine
2670MK Travel Trailer. We bought
it to use why we built our house,
but instead built a Barndominium
to live in. Stored in a climate-con-
trolled barn - NOT outside. Hardly
used - Never towed - Zero road
miles - Like new, Pick up in Ola
208-863-7499 $43,000.

LUXURY 40 Ft REDWOOD
5th-wheel RV or AFFORDABLE
HOUSING. Four Slide-outs, Full
set stabilizers, 6-point automatic
hydraulic leveler, 2 super-effi-
cient-roof-top Air Conditioners,
Roof-top Solar panels, Couch,

2 Recliners, 3 TVs, Fireplace,
Dishwasher, Commercial-size
Refrigerator-Freezer w/lce Cube
Dispenser, Queen Bed, new,
never-used Mattress. Hookups
Washer & Dryer, Central Vacuum
Cleaner System, Tinted Windows
+ 2 sets Shades, 2 Huge Electron-

Free Classified ads for
Idaho Farm Bureau Members

Send to knlindauer@idahofhb.org

Idaho Farm Bureau Producer

ic Awnings. 2016 Used Only 9
months, Located in Boise Original
Owners, $60,000. Call Dawn 208-
376-7662 or 208-275-9201

PERFECT RV FOR MOUNTAIN
CAMPING. 2002 Sportsman 25 ft.
5th wheel RV. Very well cared for.
One slide-out w/ a couch! Door
opens into efficient kitchen. Stove,
Oven, Microwave, refrigerator.
Bathroom has shower and Tub.
Queen bed. Nice awning on side.
$10,000. OBO Dawn 208-376-
7662 or 208-275-9201

Noble 5 rail heavy duty 12 foot
wide gate with welded hinges and
heavy duty wheel. Never used.
$375 in Kina, ID. Call Kathy 208-
401-8555

Irrigation business, 2006 Chevy
truck, pipe press and complete in-
ventory. Salmon, ID 208-303-0842

Stakes 16, 24", 48”, Corral
Boards in Douglas fir, Hem fir.
Bring your trailer we load. 16703
E. Euclid Ave. BLDG N5 Spokane
Valley, WA 99216 GREAT PRICES
Contact Quentin (406) 375-

4272 q_flynn@foxlumber.com

WANTED

Wanted old Idaho Patches! Farm
Bureau, Farming, Hunting, Idaho
Cattlemen Assoc, Idaho Fish

and Game. Top Dollar Paid! Call,
email, or text pics. Rusty Kramer
idahotrapguy@hotmail.com 208-
870-3217

SERVICES

4S Welding- Mobile welding for
Bingham County and surrounding
areas. Fencing, pipe, equipment
repair, etc. Carbon and stainless,
20 years of experience. Call Mike
208-680-7372.

Lumber for Farm, Home, and
Garden. Full Sawn and Planed
2x4 through 2x12, 8ft to 16ft. “V%
bundles and full bundles avail-
able.” Quentin (406) 375-4272
q_flynn@foxlumber.com

#2 grade rail ties, 16 per bundle,
Ponderosa Pine Pattern, Paneling
and Siding, Douglas fir, Hem fir
T&G CM-EVIS Roofing in 2x6
and 2x8” Survey Stakes / Garden

E&E Electric- Local Electrical
Business in Post Falls Idaho. We
do Residential Commercial and
Service work. Please call Eduard
for free Estimates. 208-809-6612

‘Rock Chuck Rick’ at your service.
An accomplished and safe marks-
man, I've shot 1,400 this season.
Call now to reserve a spot in
2025. I'm retired and responsible.
References available. 986-888-
7051

FREE CLASSIFIEDS

Non-commercial classified ads are free to Idaho Farm Bureau
members. Must include membership number for free ad. Forty
(40) words maximum. Non-member cost is 50 cents per word.
You may advertise your own crops, livestock, used machinery,
household items, vehicles, etc. Ads will not be accepted by
phone, Ads run one time only and must be re-submitted in each
subsequent issue. We reserve the right to refuse to run any
ad. Please type or print clearly. Proofread your ad. Ads must be
received by Sept 16th for the October Producer.

Mail ad copy to:
FARM BUREAU PRODUCER
P.O. Box 4848, Pocatello, ID 83205-4848
or email Kristy at knlindauer@idahofb.org




IDAHO
FOUNDATION

Do you believe in the future of agriculture?

GIVE THE GIFT OF BLUE!

The Idaho FFA Foundation Gift of Blue program
supports students who may not have the means
to purchase a blue jacket, a symbol

of American tradition and leadership.
However, not everyone can wear the
jacket. Not because they’re undeserving,
but due to financial constraints. With
generous donors, we provide these
jackets to deserving students, enabling
them to be part of a larger legacy
and forge their unique path.

IDaAHD

mGaY

132 jackets

Will you help a student start g'zf;‘;g:“

theirjou rney in FFA? : $125 donation per Gift
of Blue Jacket award

Name

Address, City, State Zip

Phone Email address

Payment: All information will be kept confidential. Card or check accepted.
Card Number

Expiration Date Security Code (Back of Card)
Donation Amount $125 (One jacket) $250 (Two jackets) $375 (Three jackets)
$500 (Four jackets) Other Amount OR Check enclosed
. . : F

Mail form to: . Rather pay online? T E' Donate b).( Nov. 27
Idaho FFA Foundation Scan QR code with 2 ﬁ.r : Questions?

P.O. Box 827 your smart phone! Etf ey Contact Carly Weaver at

Star, ID 83669 Select “Gift of Blue _w Carly@growidahoffa.org
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EE Idaho

Farm Bureau
P.C. Box 4848
Pocatells, ID B3205-4848

LOOKING FOR A NEW PODCAST?

DIRT ROAD
SIONS

Episode 64: Discover Ag
When pecple hear about agriculture in the news headlines, a
new trend is to find a podcast to break it down and give new
insights and commentary. This is where Discover Ag Podcast
hosts Tara Vander Dussen (known as the New Mexico Milk
Maid, Sth-generation dairy farmer) and Natalie Kovarik (4th-
generation cattle rancher from Nebraska) come into play.
They talk about what it is like to be a woman in agriculture
today while producing a top-ranked podcast that follows
the weekfy development of agriculture in the media.
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